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No one deservesto be hurt. No excusesjustify abusive relation-
ships. In 2001 there were 17 homicides in Utah that were re-
lated to intimate partner violence. Family and intimate partner
violence is a serious public health prablem. It is estimated that
every year inthe U.S. over two million individuals are severely
beaten by their intimate partners.

Following is a summary of the findings of the Intimate Partner
Violence Death Review Team (IPVDRT). Thisteam, established
in 2000 by the Utah Department of Health, isamulti-disciplinary
advisory committee that met to review all female homicides per-
petrated by an intimate partner between 1994 and 1999.

Overall, therewere 131 femal e homi cidesduring the study period.
Of those, 64 (49%) were perpetrated by an intimate partner ac-
cording to the case definition. For this project, the IPVDRT case
definitionincluded thefollowing criteria: thedeath of afemaleaged
15+, classified asahomicideby the Medical Examiner, and perpe-
trated by amale boyfriend, ex-boyfriend, husband, or ex-husband
according to law enforcement or the Medical Examiner.

The lives of the victims and perpetrators varied. While some
wereyoung with short rel ationships, otherswere older with much
longer commitments. The victimswere from avariety of socia
and ethnic groups, economic levels, and age groups. Although
each case was unique, there were often recurring elementsiden-
tified by the review committee.

Figure 1 provides age characteristics of the victims and the per-
petrators. Thevictimsranged in agefrom 15to 79 with amedian
age of 31.7 years. The perpetrators ranged in age from 17 to 79
with a median age of 33.9. Overall, 67.2% of the perpetrators
were under 40 years of age.

Figure 2 provides racial characteristics of the victims and the
perpetrators. The mgjority (75.0%) of victimswere White, non-
Hispanic females. Another 18.8% were Hispanic, 4.7% were
Black, and 1.5% were Asian. Three of the victims were preg-

Age Distribution

Figure 1. Age distribution of the victims and perpetrators, Utah
intimate partner homicides, 1994-1999.
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Figure 2. Racia distribution of the victims and perpetrators, Utah
intimate partner homicides, 1994-1999.
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nant at the time of their deaths. Most of the perpetrators were
White, non-Hispanic (67.2%) followed by Hispanic (20.3%),
Black (6.3%), Asian (4.7%), and Native American (1.5%). At
the time of the homicide, or within days of the homicide, 25
(37.5%) of the perpetrators completed suicide.

Table 1 illustrates the relationship between the perpetrator and
the victim as most often husband (46.9%) and boyfriend (35.9%),

Relationship

Table 1. Relationship of perpetrator to victim (N=64), Utah intimate
partner homicides, 1994-1999.

Husband 30 (46.9%)
Ex-husband 2 ( 3.1%)
Boyfriend 23 (35.9%)
Ex-boyfriend 9 (14.1%)

Relationship
Figure 3. Living arrangement of victim and perpetrator (N=64), Utah
intimate partner homicides, 1994-1999.
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rather than ex-husband (3.1%) or ex-boyfriend (14.1%). Over-
al, half of the women were living with the perpetrators and
roughly half wereliving apart (Figure 3).

Intimate partner homicides account for 20% of all Utah homi-
cides each year. The IPVDRT's reviews focused on identifying
challenges and proposing solutions. Some of the recommenda-
tions provided by the |PVDRT include:

 Continue and expand the review of intimate partner violence
homicidesto include al domestic violence related homicides,
including those perpetrated on men, children, and extended
family members.

* Create a statewide data system that includes linked data from
al law enforcement agencies, District Courts, Justice Courts,
Juvenile Courts, the Division of Family and Child Services,
and the Department of Correctionsto improve communication
and services between government agencies.

» Require all judges and prosecutors to obtain mandatory con-
tinuing education credit in domestic, intimate partner, and stalk-
ing violence.

Over athousand women die every year in the United States asa
result of intimate partner violence. There hasbeen arecent down-
ward trend inthe overall homiciderate, but the homicidesrelated
to intimate partner violence have remained constant. In Utah,
intimate partner perpetrated homicides of women have claimed
an average of ten lives per year from 1994 through 1999.

Abusive behavior is not always easy to recognize. Often it ap-

pearsinthe form of control and may escalate over time. Threats

of harm are abusive behaviors. Physical harmisacrime, evenif

you are living with or are married to the abuser. Breaking an

abusive pattern in arelationship hasfour key steps:

* tell someone who can help

* ensure your safety

* pre-arrange a signal with someone you trust if you need help

* |leave an “emergency kit” with someone that includes money,
important papers, medications, etc. for you and your children.

The Domestic Violence Info-line will LINK you to the help
you need. Your call will be free and confidential. You don't
have to tell your name to get help. If you or some one you
know isbeing abused, please call the Utah Domestic Violence

CrisisLineat 1-800-897-LINK (5465).
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